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exception of a minor example here and there, of which there is no record, higher wages in every case have been made necessary by an inflation of prices which has made it impossible for workmen to live without an increased income. If, following increase in wages, prices have been again raised it is not because of pressing necessity but because of the desire for greater profit. Labor has been compelled to engage in a constant and bitter struggle to keep wages as near as possible to the ascending scale of prices.
Instances without number can doubtless be discovered where the addition of a fraction of a cent per article in wage costs has been passed on to the consumer by the addition of nickles and dimes and quarters in the cost to him. If a workman is compelled to face an increased cost of living of a dollar per week after getting a wage increase of 10 cents per week, nothing remains for him to do but to again seek a wage increase. This is exactly what is being done throughout the country.
It may be conceded that the supply of commodities in the world is below normal. It is a fact beyond dispute that during the period of the war much of the world's normal productive capacity was turned to the making of instruments of distraction, and that for this reason and for the reason that great masses of men were withdrawn entirely from production, the supply of commodities for normal consumption fell far below the average. But it is also true that the people everywhere understood the honest and actual shortage of supplies and made the best of it. Where there still exists a shortage due to the war they will continue to make the best of it, providing that shortage is not aggravated by profiteering. That section of the press which is not given to being overly careful in statements concerning Labor is likely to make no fine distinction between shortage of commodities and profiteering in commodities. Nor is it likely to do anything that will remove the impression that Labor, "by its own decision, is contributing to the shortage of commodities through conscious limitation of output.
Typical of much that is appearing in the nation's newspapers is an editorial in the Chicago Tribune from which we quote the following:
If pre-war energy, expended at the then rate made possible the normal production plus enough to give us a slight surplus during the war, it follows that we can not replace that lost surplus and still maintain the normal demand by any lessening of energy.
Prof. H. G. Moulton explains that, high prices is only a manifestation